PERSPECTIVES

eration before Gerhart Hauptmann dealt with press-
ing social or political issues, he seems to have done
so with the self-consciousness of an artist bent pri-
marily upon preserving his character as a "nonpolit-
ical" man.

What social awareness and critical dissent there was
can be found, paradoxically enough, in the provinces.
There, for more than three generations, the major
novelists from Gotthelf to Hermann Stehr provided
the most active form of "anticapitalistic" thinking.

Among the novelists writing between 1860 and
1890, Gottfried Keller, Wilhelm Raabe, and Theodor
Fontane are the most characteristic representatives of
the provincial temper in its most positive form. Each
successfully recognizes a stable frame within which the
new is being severely and critically viewed: Keller's
faith rests in the political life of his Swiss democracy,
Raabe delights in the steadfast ways of his old-
fashioned folk, and Fontane remains in the confines of
either a soundly bourgeois or a precariously aristocratic
society.

Fontane's (1819-1898) work is of unusual distinc-
tion: by seizing upon the narrow, yet decisive, Prus-
sian scene and by the keenness of his observation, he
succeeded in bridging the common gulf between the
provincial theme and the craftsmanship of a cosmo-
politan storyteller. The motivating elements of his
work are a lively sense of historical continuity and a
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